MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
BAR - BENCH - MEDIA RENCE
A meeting of the Bar-Bench-Media Conference was held on Thursday, June
29, 1993 at 12:30 p.m. in the Supreme Court Conference Room in Wilmington.
The meeting was opened to the public. Noticé of the meeting had been posted.
The members of the Conference in attendance were:
Members from the Print News Media
Ms. Rita Katz Farrell

Mr. John Sweeney
Mr. John Taylor

Members from the Electronic News Media

Ms. Marilyn Buerkle
Mr. Allan R. Loudell
Mr. William D. Osborne
Mr. Michael Sigman

Members from the Bench

Vice Chancellor Jack B. Jacobs
Judge Jay Paul James
Judge Roderick R. McKelvie

Members from the Bar

Howard M. Handelman, Esquire
Rosemary K. Killian, Esquire
Harvey B. Rubenstein, Esquire

Bill Osborne called the meeting to order. The minutes of the previous



meeting were approved after corrections were made to the membership terms of
several members.

Bill explained the purpose of the meeting, as outlined in his June 16, 1993
memorandum, was to discuss the formation of committees to prepare a report on
the proposed expansion of electronic and photographic news media coverage to the
Delaware trial courts. Bill reviewed the six areas in which he proposed that
committees be formed. After a discussion, the proposed six committees were
consolidated into three committees. The first committee will address philosophical
and legal issues. This committee will be comprised of Marilyn Buerkle, Rita
Farrell, Howard Handelman, Allen Loudell, Harvey Rubenstein, Chief Magistrate
Richardson, and John Sweeney. The second committee will conduct a survey of
other jurisdictions. This committee will be comprised of James Flood, Vice
Chancellor Jacobs, Joshua Martin, Judge McKelvie, Bob Mercer, Mary Sherlock,
and John Taylor. The third committee will address technical feasibility, rules and
guidelines, and equal access issues. This committee will be comprised of Tamra
Brittingham, Judge James, Rosemary Killian, Allen Loudell, President Judge
Ridgely and Mike Sigman. The committees are to be fact finders to provide
information to the entire Conference for the preparation of the report. The

committees are to meet concurrently and may use sources of information that are



outside the membership of the Conference. Bill Osborne emphasized that the aim
of the Conference in preparing the report should be to arrive at a consensus on the
expansion of coverage issue. Bill said that a minority position would be included
in the report.

The Conference requested that the committee assigned to conduct a survey
of other jurisdictions compile any relevant scientific or psychological studies that
have been done concerning the effect of electronic and photographic news media
coverage of courtroom proceedings. Steve Taylor volunteered to contact all State
Court Administrators to obtain copies of their rules or any reports on electronic
and photographic news media access t0 trial courts. Steve will also contact the
National Center for State Courts.

The next agenda item was a discussion of Harvey Rubenstein’s draft of
bylaws that were prepared at Bill Osborne’s request for the Conference. Harvey
emphasized that this draft was not comprehensive and was offered to begin a
discussion of how the Conference should be structured and function. After a brief
discussion by the Conference, it was decided thata committee should be appointed
to review the Conference’s Constitution and proposed bylaws. The members of
the Conference assigned to the committee are Vice Chancellor Jacobs, Justice

Holland, Bill Osborne, Harvey Rubenstein, and John Taylor. A copy of the



Conference’s original Constitution is included with these minutes as well as a
retyped draft of the bylaws.

At the end of the meeting, Bill Osborne scheduled the next meeting of the
Conference for Thursday, September 9, 1993 in Wilmington at a location to be
announced at a later date. An agenda with the location of the next meeting will
be mailed to the Conference on Monday, August 30, 1993. If any Conference
member wishes to have an item placed on the agenda, please contact Bill Osborne
or Steve Taylor by Friday, August 27, 1993.

A copy of an article distributed by John Taylor at the last meeting and a
revised list of the Conference members with terms of office are included.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ao e D 7
Date: July 21, 1993 TP



DRAFT

BYLAWS OF THE BAR-BENCH-MEDIA CONFERENCE

Representation on the Conference shall be as heretofore.

The officers of the Conference shall be a Chair, a Vice-Chair, and a
Secretary-Treasurer who shall be the Supreme Court Court Administrator.

The Chair and Vice-Chair shall be elected by the Conference, shall be
rotated among the Bar-Bench-Media representatives as heretofore, and shall
serve for one year.

The Conference shall meet four times a year and at such other times as shall
be called by the Chair and Vice-Chair.

The Conference shall establish committees as necessary, and the Chair shall
appoint all members of the committees from among the Bar-Bench-Media
representatives.



BAR-BENCH-MEDIA

COMMITTEES

1. Philosophical and Legal Issues

Marilyn Buerkle

Rita Farrell

Howard Handelman

Allen Loudell

Harvey Rubenstein

Chief Magistrate Richardson
John Sweeney -

2. Survey of Other Jurisdictions

Jim Flood

Vice Chancellor Jacobs
Joshua Martin

Judge McKelvie

Bob Mercer

Mary Sherlock

John Taylor

3. Technical Feasibility, Rules and Guidelines, and Equal Access Issues

Tamra Brittingham

Judge James

Rosemary Killian

Allen Loudell

President Judge Ridgely ~
Mike Sigman

4.  Constitution and Bylaws

Vice Chancellor Jacobs
Justice Holland

Bill Osborne

Harvey Rubenstein
John Taylor



BAR-BENCH-MEDIA CONFERENCE OF DELAWARE

NAME: TELEPHONE: TERM EXPIRES:
MEMBERS FROM THE PRINT NEWS MEDIA:

JOHN SWEENEY, EDITOR 324-2906 6/1/94
THE NEWS JOURNAL 324-5509 (FAX)

P.O. BOX 15505

WILMINGTON, DE 19850

TAMRA BRITTINGHAM 674-3600 6/1/95
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER 674-4752 (FAX)
INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER, INC.

P.O. BOX 7001

DOVER, DE 19903

JOHN TAYLOR 324-2990 6/1/96
EDITORIAL PAGE DIRECTOR 324-2595 (FAX)

THE NEWS JOURNAL
P.O. Box 15505
WILMINGTON, DE 19805

JAMES FLOOD 678-3616 6/1/95
PUBLISHER AND PRESIDENT 678-3673 (FAX)

DOVER POST CO.

P.O. BOX 664

DOVER, DE 19903

RITA FARRELL 6/1/94
REUTERS 658-9674

728 GREENWOOD ROAD 658-4030 (FAX)

WILMINGTON, DE 19807



MEMBERS FROM THE ELECTRONIC NEWS MEDIA:

ALLEN R. LOUDELL 656-9800
WILM NEWSRADIO 655-1450 (FAX)
1215 FRENCH STREET

WILMINGTON, DE 19801

ROBERT MERCER 478-2700
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 478-0100 (FAX)
WDEL BROADCASTING STUDIOS

2727 SHIPLEY ROAD

WILMINGTON, DE 19803

MICHAEL SIGMAN 575-1200
NEWS DIRECTOR 575-1828 (FAX)
TCI OF NEW CASTLE COUNTY

4008 N. DUPONT HIGHWAY

NEW CASTLE, DE 19720

MARILYN BUERKLE 410-749-1111

NEWS DIRECTOR 410-742-5190 (FAX)
WBOC TV

P.O. BOX 2057

SALISBURY, MD 21802

WILLIAM D. OSBORNE 888-1200

V.P. AND DELAWARE BROADCAST 575-0346 (FAX)
CENTER MANAGER

WHYY TV 12

625 ORANGE STREET

WILMINGTON, DE 19801

6/1/95

6/1/94

6/1/94

6/1/95

6/1/96



MEMBERS FROM THE BENCH:

JUSTICE RANDY J. HOLLAND 856-5363
SUPREME COURT OF DELAWARE 856-5365 (FAX)
P.O. BOX 369

GEORGETOWN, DE 19947

VICE-CHANCELLOR JACK B. JACOBS 577-2441
COURT OF CHANCERY 577-2445 (FAX)

DANIEL L. HERRMANN COURTHOUSE
10TH & KING STREET
WILMINGTON, DE 19801

PRESIDENT JUDGE HENRY DUPONT RIDGELY 739-5331
SUPERIOR COURT 739-6720 (FAX)
KENT COUNTY COURTHOUSE

DOVER, DE 19901

JUDGE JAY PAUL JAMES 577-2226
FAMILY COURT 577-6022 (FAX)
900 KING STREET

P.O. BOX 2359

WILMINGTON, DE 19899

CHIEF MAGISTRATE WM.F. RICHARDSON 577-6001
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 577-6155 (FAX)
820 N. FRENCH STREET

WILMINGTON, DE 19801

JUDGE RODERICK R. MCKELVIE 573-6001
U.S. DISTRICT COURT 573-6043
844 KING STREET

LOCK BOX 10

WILMINGTON, DE 19801

6/1/96

6/1/95

6/1/94

6/1/95

6/1/94

6/1/96



MEMBERS FROM THE BAR:

MARY B. SHERLOCK, ESQ.
WHITE & WILLIAMS
THREE CHRISTINA CENTRE
201 N. WALNUT STREET
WILMINGTON, DE 19801

HOWARD M. HANDELMAN, ESQ.
902 MARKET STREET, 13th FLOOR
P.O. BOX 25130

WILMINGTON, DE 19899

ROSEMARY K. KILLIAN, ESQ.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

820 N. FRENCH STREET, 8th FL.
WILMINGTON, DE 19801

HARVEY B. RUBENSTEIN, ESQ.
824 MARKET STREET,

SUITE 901

WILMINGTON, DE 19801

JOSHUA W. MARTIN, III, ESQ.

SPRCTN DIAMOND STATE TELEPHONE CO.

300 DELAWARE AVENUE
WILMINGTON, DE 19801

STAFF:

STEPHEN D. TAYLOR
DELAWARE SUPREME COURT
COURT ADMINISTRATOR

P.O. BOX 1997

WILMINGTON, DE 19899

654-0424
654-9245 (FAX)

429-4231
658-6395 (FAX)

577-2055
577-2496 (FAX)

658-4101
888-1588 (FAX)

576-5310

577-3706

577-3702 (FAX)

6/1/95

6/1/94

6/1/95

6/1/96

6/1/94

576-1132 (FAX)



